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English	for	everyone	english	grammar	guide

Image:	Fuse/Corbis/Getty	Images	When	was	the	last	time	you	brushed	up	on	your	grammar?	An	opportunity	awaits	with	this	English	grammar	quiz!	It's	a	simple	and	fun	way	to	assess	your	language	skills.	Just	about	every	area	of	syntax	is	covered	on	this	test.	Gaining	a	basic	understanding	of	how	words	are	meant	to	work	can	go	a	long	way.	The
ultimate	goal	for	all	who	seek	to	enhance	their	language	mechanics	skills	is	better	communication.After	taking	this	quiz,	you'll	see	that	a	pronoun,	for	example,	can	be	many	things	in	the	English	language.	The	"noun	substitute"	can	be	demonstrative,	intensive,	interrogative,	nominative,	possessive,	relative,	reflexive,	etc.	Did	you	know	that	something
so	simple	as	a	pronoun	can	take	on	so	many	forms?	It's	worth	your	while	to	find	out	just	how	special,	special	cases	like	these	are.	And	as	you	may	have	guessed	already,	there	are	exceptions	to	certain	grammar	rules,	a	few	of	which	we	explore	in	this	exam.	Don't	worry,	though.	The	holders	of	the	holy	grammar	grail	have	provided	us	clues	concerning
when	and	when	not	to	use	aspects	of	the	language	and	why.	We	present	simple	examples	on	this	quiz	so	that	you	might	best	appreciate	grammar	principles	at	work.So,	what	are	you	waiting	for?	Scroll	on	and	flex	your	grammar	might!	TRIVIA	Can	You	Pass	This	Advanced	ESL	English	Grammar	Quiz?	5	Minute	Quiz	5	Min	PERSONALITY	Fix	These
Sentences	and	We'll	Rate	Your	Grammar	Skills	on	a	Scale	of	1–10	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Only	an	English	Major	Can	Pass	This	U.S.	Grammar	Test!	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Pass	This	AP	English	Test	Prep	Quiz?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	The	Grammar	Whiz	Quiz	7	Minute	Quiz	7	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Guess	the	Roots	of	These
Common	English	Words?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Are	You	a	Grammar	Geek?	7	Minute	Quiz	7	Min	TRIVIA	Is	This	English	Grammar	Rule	Germanic	or	Latin?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Is	Your	Grammar	Better	Than	a	Middle	Schooler’s?	7	Minute	Quiz	7	Min	TRIVIA	Word	Crimes:	Can	You	Solve	These	Grammar	Mistakes?	7	Minute	Quiz	7	Min
How	much	do	you	know	about	dinosaurs?	What	is	an	octane	rating?	And	how	do	you	use	a	proper	noun?	Lucky	for	you,	HowStuffWorks	Play	is	here	to	help.	Our	award-winning	website	offers	reliable,	easy-to-understand	explanations	about	how	the	world	works.	From	fun	quizzes	that	bring	joy	to	your	day,	to	compelling	photography	and	fascinating
lists,	HowStuffWorks	Play	offers	something	for	everyone.	Sometimes	we	explain	how	stuff	works,	other	times,	we	ask	you,	but	we’re	always	exploring	in	the	name	of	fun!	Because	learning	is	fun,	so	stick	with	us!	Playing	quizzes	is	free!	We	send	trivia	questions	and	personality	tests	every	week	to	your	inbox.	By	clicking	"Sign	Up"	you	are	agreeing	to
our	privacy	policy	and	confirming	that	you	are	13	years	old	or	over.	Copyright	©	2021	InfoSpace	Holdings,	LLC,	a	System1	Company	With	the	rise	of	social	media	and	the	Internet,	many	people	are	writing	more	today	for	different	mediums	than	ever	before.	We'll	present	materials	that	cover	grammatical	principles,	word	usage,	writing	style,	sentence
and	paragraph	structure,	and	punctuation.	We'll	introduce	you	to	some	marvelous	resources	that	we	have	annotated	for	your	guidance.	We'll	show	you	video	clips	of	interviews	conducted	with	distinguished	grammarians,	challenge	you	with	quizzes	and	writing	activities	that	will	give	you	strategies	to	help	you	to	build	skills	that	will	enhance	the
quality	of	your	writing,	and	invite	you	to	participate	in	discussions	and	assess	the	work	of	your	peers.Institution:	UQxSubject:	HumanitiesLevel:	IntroductoryPrerequisites:	Language:	EnglishVideo	Transcript:	English	How	to	reliably	identify	the	roles	and	relationships	of	words	in	a	sentence	Mastery	of	grammatical	concepts	and	syntactical	strategies
How	to	apply	this	knowledge	to	produce	coherent,	economical,	and	compelling	writing	Skills	in	critiquing	and	editing	your	own	and	others'	writing	In	Week	1	,	we'll	introduce	you	to	the	course	and	discuss	what	grammar	is	and	why	it	matters;	writing	standard	English;	and	how	words	work.	In	Week	2	,	Introduction	to	Sentences,	we'll	learn	about	parts
of	speech	and	word	classes;	structure	and	patterns	of	sentences,	phrases,	and	clauses;	and	common	sentence-level	problems.	In	Week	3	,	Introduction	to	Verbs,	we'll	consider	finite	and	non-finite	verbs:	linking	verbs,	auxiliary	verbs,	transitive	and	intransitive	verbs,	verb	phrases,	phrasal	verbs,	verbal	phrases,	infinitives,	participles,	and	gerunds.	We'll
also	look	at	tense,	mood,	and	voice	of	verbs.	In	Week	4	,	Introduction	to	Nouns	and	Pronouns,	we'll	explore	form	and	function	of	nouns:	noun	strings	and	nominalisations;	form	and	function	of	pronouns,	and	problems	with	pronouns.	In	Week	5	,	Introduction	to	Adjectives	and	Determiners,	we'll	discuss	the	form,	function,	and	use	of	adjectives	including
the	'Royal	Order	of	Adjectives'	and	degrees	of	comparison.	Adjectival	sequencing,	punctuation,	and	determiners	will	also	be	discussed.	In	Week	6	,	Introduction	to	Adverbs	and	Conjunctions,	we'll	learn	about	the	form,	function,	degrees	of	comparison,	and	placement	of	adverbs;	intensifiers;	and	weasels.	In	Week	7	,	Introduction	to	Prepositions	and
Paragraphs,	we'll	identify	how	prepositions	function	and	problems	with	prepositions.	We'll	also	look	at	paragraph	development	and	cohesive	ties.	In	Week	8	,	Introduction	to	Punctuation,	we'll	explore	the	main	punctuation	marks,	punctuation	problems,	and	other	punctuation	marks.	Approach:	Video	interviews,	mini-lectures,	readings,	quizzes,	writing
activities,	and	writing	assignments.'Who	would	have	guessed	that	I	would	learn	more	in	these	eight	weeks	about	the	intricate	working	of	words	in	writing	than	I	would	in	two	years	of	grad	school	English	(with	emphasis	on	writing).'	-	Previous	Learner	'What	a	wonderful	grammar	course!	Lovely	videos,	helpful	peers,	and	kind	staff	have	impressed	me	a
lot!	I	used	to	fear	learning	grammar,	for	it	is	always	considered	as	the	most	boring	part.	Now,	I	love	grammar.	The	course	taught	me	to	enjoy	the	glamour	of	grammar.'	-	Previous	Learner	Verb	tenses	are	hard-working	elements	of	the	English	language,	and	we	use	them	every	day	when	speaking,	writing	and	reading.	But	sometimes,	understanding
exactly	how	they	work	can	be	a	little	confusing.	Here's	a	quick	guide	to	help	you	understand	tenses	in	English	grammar.	Verb	tenses	help	us	describe	when	and	how	different	actions	take	place	and	different	things	happened.	In	some	cases,	you	can	use	multiple	tenses	in	a	single	sentence,	for	example,	if	you	were	to	say:	"I	worked	there	for	six	years,
but	now	I	will	be	working	somewhere	else."	In	that	sentence,	you're	utilizing	both	the	simple	past	tense	and	the	future	continuous	tense.	It	may	sound	confusing	at	first,	but	remember,	you	probably	use	all	of	these	tenses	naturally	in	your	daily	speech.	Remembering	their	names	is	just	a	matter	of	practice	and	memorization.	Present	tense,	as	you	may
have	guessed,	refers	to	things	that	are	happening	right	now.	If	someone	asks	where	you	live	and	you	reply,	"I	live	in	New	York	City,"	you	just	used	present	tense.	Every	tense	can	take	on	four	forms;	the	simple,	the	continuous,	the	perfect	and	the	perfect	continuous.	An	example	of	simple	present	would	be	your	reply,	"I	live	in	New	York	City."	If	you
were	to	use	present	continuous,	you	might	say,	"I	am	living	in	New	York	City	right	now."	If	you	used	present	perfect	tense,	you	would	say,	"I	have	lived	in	New	York	City	for	several	years."	And	finally,	if	you	wanted	to	use	present	perfect	continuous,	you	could	say,	"I	have	been	living	in	New	York	City	for	a	long	time."	If	you	sat	down	to	tell	a	friend
about	everything	you	did	today,	you	would	probably	tell	that	story	in	past	tense,	because	you're	talking	about	events	that've	already	happened,	and	are	now	in	the	past.	So	if	you	say	to	your	friend,	"I	jogged	past	the	park,"	you're	using	past	simple	tense.	If	you	say,	"I	was	tired,"	you're	using	past	continuous.	If	you	say,	"I	had	only	gone	a	mile,"	you're
using	past	perfect	tense.	And	finally,	if	you	conclude,	"I	had	been	awake	for	hours	the	night	before,"	you're	using	past	perfect	continuous.	Finally,	when	we	discuss	things	that	will	happen	or	that	we	think	are	going	to	happen,	we	utilize	future	tense.	For	example,	if	someone	tells	you	"It	will	rain	this	afternoon,"	that's	simple	future	tense.	If	they	say,	"It
will	be	raining	soon,"	that's	future	continuous.	If	they	say	"It	will	have	rained	tonight,"	that's	future	perfect.	And	if	they	say,	"It	will	have	been	raining	for	hours,"	that	is	(you	guessed	it)	future	perfect	continuous.	You	can	use	different	forms	of	the	same	tense	in	a	single	series	of	sentences	and	maintain	clarity.	But	can	you	use	two	completely	different
tenses	in	the	same	sentence?	The	answer	is	yes.	Look	again	at	the	example	above:	"I	worked	there	for	six	years,	but	now	I	will	be	working	somewhere	else."	Past	tense	and	future	tense	blend	seamlessly	in	this	case.	But	in	some	cases,	you	want	to	stick	with	a	single	tense.	You	don't	want	to	write:	"George	walked	out	of	his	house.	He	jumps	in	a	cab	and
will	have	traveled	six	miles	by	noon."	Understanding	verb	tenses	helps	you	construct	sentences	that	get	your	point	across	clearly.	Why	is	grammar	important?	As	Jasper	Fforde	put	it,	"Ill-fitting	grammar	are	like	ill-fitting	shoes.	You	can	get	used	to	it	for	a	bit,	but	then	one	day	your	toes	fall	off	and	you	can't	walk	to	the	bathroom."	In	English	grammar,
a	referent	(REF-er-unt)	is	the	person,	thing,	or	idea	that	a	word	or	expression	denotes,	stands	for,	or	refers	to.	For	example,	the	referent	of	the	word	door	in	the	sentence	"The	black	door	is	open"	is	a	concrete	object,	a	door—in	this	case,	a	specific	black	door.		Referring	words	are	words,	such	as	pronouns,	that	point	back	to	other	items	in	a	text
(anaphoric	reference)	or	(less	commonly)	point	ahead	to	a	later	part	of	the	text	(cataphoric	reference).	A	referent	can	be	just	about	anything,	from	concrete	objects	to	abstractions,	as	the	concept	is	not	dependent	on	what	in	the	text	the	referent	turns	out	to	be.	A	referent	is	solely	something	that's	referred	to.		"A	referent	is	a	person,	entity,	place,
concept,	experience	and	so	on	in	the	real	(or	an	imagined)	world	which	is	designated	by	a	word	or	phrase.	For	example,	the	word	cat	'refers	to'	a	feline	domestic	animal,	while	hobbit	refers	to	a	small	human-like	creature	with	hairy	feet	and	pointed	ears	(in	the	fictional	universe	of	J.R.R.	Tolkein).	Reference	is	often	contrasted	with	'sense'—semantic
relations	between	words	(e.g.,	antonymy,	synonymy)	which	are	internal	to	language."Not	all	linguistic	elements	'refer	to'	objects	and	entities	in	the	outside	world;	some	refer	to	other	parts	of	the	text	in	which	they	occur:	In	this	section,	we	summarize	our	findings.'"(Michael	Pearce,	"The	Routledge	Dictionary	of	English	Language	Studies."	Routledge,
2007)	"In	[the	transitive	verb	pattern]	(My	roommate	and	I	became	good	friends),	the	two	noun	phrases	have	the	same	referent:	My	roommate	and	I	and	good	friends	refer	to	the	same	people.	We	could,	in	fact,	say	My	roommate	and	I	are	good	friends,	using	the	linking	be."(Martha	Kolln,	"Rhetorical	Grammar:	Grammatical	Choices,	Rhetorical
Effects."	3rd	ed.,	Allyn	and	Bacon,	1999)	"[T]he	referent	of	the	word	'orange'	sometimes	is	a	particular	kind	of	fruit,	and	sometimes	it	is	the	sum	of	all	members	of	that	class	of	fruit.	Sometimes	it	is	a	particular	kind	of	color,	and	sometimes	such	color	as	a	class."(William	L.	Hoerber,	"A	Scientific	Foundation	of	Philosophy,"	1952)	Determiners	such	as
articles	the	and	a	come	into	play	with	determining	what's	being	referred	to,	as	well	as	pronouns	such	as	this	and	those.	"The	definite	article	the	indicates	that	the	referent	(i.e.,	whatever	is	referred	to)	is	assumed	to	be	known	by	the	speaker	and	the	person	being	spoken	to	(or	addressee).	"The	indefinite	article	a	or	an	makes	it	clear	that	the	referent	is
one	member	of	a	class	(a	book).	"Demonstrative	determiners	indicate	that	the	referents	are	'near	to'	or	'away	from'	the	speaker's	immediate	context	(this	book,	that	book,	etc.)."(Douglas	Biber,	Susan	Conrad,	and	Geoffrey	Leech,	"Longman	Student	Grammar	of	Spoken	English."	Longman,	2002)	Pronouns	in	the	sentence	help	determine	the	referent,
though	context	plays	a	part	as	well.	If	the	context	is	confusing	because	of	unclear	references,	it's	best	to	recast	the	sentence.	"[An]	aspect	of	processing	reference	concerns	the	interpretation	of	pronouns...	As	Just	and	Carpenter	(1987)	noted,	there	are	a	number	of	bases	for	resolving	the	reference	of	pronouns:	"1.	One	of	the	most	straightforward	is	to
use	number	or	gender	cues.	Consider	Melvin,	Susan,	and	their	children	left	when	(he,	she,	they)	became	sleepy.	"Each	possible	pronoun	has	a	different	referent.	"2.	A	syntactic	cue	to	pronominal	reference	is	that	pronouns	tend	to	refer	to	objects	in	the	same	grammatical	role	(e.g.,	subject	versus	object).	Consider	Floyd	punched	Bert	and	then	he
kicked	him.	"Most	people	would	agree	that	the	subject	he	refers	to	Floyd	and	the	object	him	refers	to	Bert.	"3.	There	is	also	a	strong	recency	effect	such	that	the	most	recent	candidate	referent	is	preferred.	Consider	Dorothea	ate	the	pie;	Ethel	ate	cake;	later	she	had	coffee.	"Most	people	would	agree	that	she	probably	refers	to	Ethel.	"4.	Finally,
people	can	use	their	knowledge	of	the	world	to	determine	reference.	Compare	Tom	shouted	at	Bill	because	he	spilled	the	coffee.	Tom	shouted	at	Bill	because	he	had	a	headache."	(John	Robert	Anderson,	"Cognitive	Psychology	and	Its	Implications."	Macmillan,	2004)	Relative	pronouns	such	as	who	and	which	can	also	help	determine	what	is	being
referred	to.	"The	most	obvious	meaning	distinction	in	English	relative	clauses	is	between	human	and	non-human	referents.	The	forms	who,	whom,	and	whose	are	strongly	associated	with	human	or	human-like	entities,	whereas	which	tends	to	be	reserved	for	non-human	entities."(George	Yule,	"Explaining	English	Grammar."	Oxford	University	Press,
2009)"Relative	pronouns	have	a	double	duty	to	perform:	part	pronoun	and	part	conjunction.	They	work	as	pronouns	in	the	sense	that	they	refer	to	some	object	(person	or	thing)	that	has	already	been	mentioned	in	the	text,	except	that	with	relative	pronouns	the	referent	is	mentioned	within	the	same	clause.	They	are	also	like	conjunctions	because	they
serve	as	a	link	between	the	main	clause	and	an	embedded	clause	by	marking	the	introduction	of	the	embedded	clause.	This	is	illustrated	in	example	(15),	where	the	relative	pronoun	is	[in	italics].	"(15)	It	was	just	a	thought	that	crossed	my	mind	"The	most	common	relative	pronouns	are	who,	that	and	which,	but	the	full	set	includes:	that,	which,	who,
how,	whose,	whom,	where	and	when."(Lise	Fontaine,	"Analysing	English	Grammar:	A	Systemic	Functional	Introduction."	Cambridge	University	Press,	2013)
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